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Skirt Replacement Kit — OptiTect™ Cabinet

related literature | Search www.corning.com/opcomm. Click on “Resources/Standard Recommended Procedures.”

003-668 Instructions, OptiTect™ Premier Cabinet – FDH-HDF

1. General
This document describes replacing the skirt on a pad-mounted OptiTect Cabinet. Ensure that a lifting device, such 
as a hoist or crane, capable of lifting approximately 350 pounds is available to lift the cabinet into position. 

DANGER: Only certified operators should operate the crane. Ensure that the stabilizers are extended and 
firmly positioned before lifting. Avoid overhead obstructions or power lines when lifting. 

2. Tools and Materials
• Replacement skirt and rubber mounting 

cushion (provided)
• 216B tool (for entry into the interior of the 

cabinet)
• Mounting hardware
• Shim kit
• Adhesive (provided)
• 7/16-in socket or wrench
• 3/8-in socket or wrench

• Hack saw
• 3/4-in socket or wrench
• Flat-head screwdriver
• Utility knife
• Scraper
• Mild soap and water
• Utility rags
• Caulk gun

3. Opening the Cabinet Skirt
Use a 216B tool to open the fasteners in the access panel of the skirt. Remove the access panel and set it aside.

4. Removing the Cabinet Skirt
Step 1: Loosen—but do not remove—fasteners securing the bottom of the skirt to the pad. It may also be 

necessary to remove cable ties securing cable slack to allow some of the slack to move when the cabinet 
is lifted.

Step 2: If the ground wire does not have sufficient slack to allow raising and lowering the cabinet without 
causing damage, disconnect the ground wire from the ground rod.

CAUTION: Disconnecting ground rod could create possible electrical hazard.

Step 3: If the lifting eyes were rotated to a downward position or removed, reattach the lifting eyes to the cabinet 
in an upright position. (The lifting eyes may have been stored in the pocket inside the cabinet door after 
the initial installation of the cabinet.)

Step 4: Attach a cable hoist capable of lifting 350 pounds to the lifting eyes.
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Step 5: Remove the fasteners securing the skirt to the underside of the cabinet.
Step 6: Slightly lift the cabinet to determine which style of skirt was used in the initial installation (Figure 1).

• Style A: Style A skirts (solid welded construction) (Figure 1A) were normally installed without 
adhesive between the skirt and the cabinet base. If no adhesive is present, continue lifting the 
cabinet until there is enough clearance to use a hacksaw to cut out the horizontal cross-members 
in the access opening. Cut the cross-members out.

• Style B: Style B skirts (bolt-together construction) (Figure 1B) were normally installed with 
adhesive between the skirt and the cabinet base. If adhesive is present, use a utility knife to cut 
the adhesive and release the skirt from the cabinet. Remove the six nuts holding the front of the 
skirt to the flanges.

Step 7: Unbolt the skirt from the pad and completely remove the skirt. Retain the hardware to use in 
installing the replacement skirt.

Figure 1
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5. Replacing the Skirt
Step 1: Scrape off any residual adhesive, if present, on the bottom of the cabinet. Clean with a mild soap and 

water. 

IMPORTANT: Do not use alcohol to clean the surface as this will prevent replacement adhesive from curing.

Step 2: Unfold and cut one corner of the rubber mounting cushion to create an opening. Place the rubber 
mounting cushion into position over the mounting bolts/holes on the pad (Figure 2).

Figure 2 

Step 3: Position the skirt around the cables with the larger flange on the skirt against the pad (Figure 3). Align 
the 3/4-in diameter holes over the mounting bolts/holes. Position the front panel over the bolts/
holes in the front opening of the skirt. Attach the front panel to the side flanges of the skirt with the 
six nuts provided. Ensure that both distribution and feeder cables pass through the top and bottom 
openings of the skirt.

Step 4: Loosely attach the skirt to the pad with the hardware previously retained during the skirt removal.
Step 5: Clean the top surface of the replacement skirt with mild soap and water; allow to dry. Apply a 1/4-in 

bead of adhesive to the top surface of the skirt.
Step 6: Carefully move the cabinet into position over the skirt. Be sure that cable slack is not pinched or 

kinked during the lifting operation (Figure 3).
CAUTION: The cabinet is heavy and requires two people to manuever it. Observe all safety precautions 
while using the cable hoist. Make sure the doors are locked in the closed position. Failure to do so may 
result in personal injury or damage to the cabinet or cables.

Step 7: Slowly lower the cabinet to approximately 1/4-in above adhesive bead while simultaneously pulling 
cable slack through the ducts. Do not exceed 600 pounds of pulling force on the cable or violate the 
minimum recommended bend radius. 

IMPORTANT: Ensure that grommets remain firmly sealed around the cables to prevent intrusion of moisture or 
insects into the interior of the cabinet after installation.

Step 8: Insert the replacement mounting hardware from inside the skirt through the holes in the top flanges 
of the skirt into the threaded inserts in the cabinet base. Alternately tighten the bolts to pull the skirt 
together with the cabinet base. Loosen the mounting hardware in the pad, if necessary, to prevent 
exerting too much force on the pad.

Rubber mounting cushion
(as folded when delivered)

Unfold to form a rectangle and
align with mounting holes/
bolts on the concrete

CUT
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Figure 3

Step 9: Lower cabinet until replacement skirt rests completely on the pad. Use shims as needed between the 
pad and the cabinet to keep the cabinet squared. Tighten all bolts and mounting hardware securely. 
Remove any excess adhesive that was extruded from between the skirt and the cabinet.

Step 10: Reattach the ground wire to the ground rod, if previously removed, per standard local codes and 
methods and procedures.

Step 11: Attach the replacement skirt access panel and secure it with a 216B tool.
Step 12: Remove the cable hoist. You may remove the lifting eyes and hardware and store them in a plastic bag 

in the pocket on the inside of the front door.
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